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Summary: 

 
Corporate Parenting Panel requested an opportunity to discuss 
the recent CQC review of health services for children in care and 
safeguarding in the communities covered by West Kent, 
Dartford, Gravesham & Swanley and Swale Clinical 
Commissioning Groups (CCGs) between 7 April and 11 April 
2014. 
 

Recommendation: Corporate Parenting Panel is asked to note the report and 
support the action plan 
 

 
Overview 
 
(1) A paper is attached (appendix 1) which outlines the methodology, process and 
the findings of the CQC review. 
 
(2) The review has made 9 recommendations for improving the health care 
provided to children in care, which includes Kent children in care and those placed in 
Kent by other Local Authorities.  It is important to note that health services in Kent 
have a duty of care and are bound to provide services for children living in specific 
geographical areas; as opposed to where children in care originate from. 
 
(3) All recommendations involve the CCGs and a number of providers. Kent County 
Council is required to work with health on four of the recommendations. 

 
(4) A full action plan has been written, submitted to and accepted by the CQC, the 
action plan is updated regularly by the designated nurses from the CCGs 
Safeguarding Team and is monitored by the local CQC inspectors. 
 
(5) The Designated Nurse for LAC has been working with the Service Business 
Manager VSK on the actions that KCC will take with the CCGs to address their part 
in the recommendations 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
Corporate Parenting Panel is asked to note the report and support the action plan. 
 



Background Documents 
 
Appendix 1: Report from Nancy Sayer, Designated Nurse for Looked After Children 

– Kent & Medway 
Care Quality Commission - Review of health services for Children Looked After and 
Safeguarding in Kent (Communities served by West Kent, Swale, and Dartford, 
Gravesham & Swanley Clinical Commissioning Groups) available at: 
https://www.cqc.org.uk/sites/default/files/20140710%20CLAS%20Kent%20Final%20
Report.pdf 
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